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a belligerent, replied by destroying the Turkish
squadron at Sinope. Then, again under pressure
from the French Emperor, the allied fleets received
orders to advance into the Black Sea, and to drive
all Russian ships back into port. This step involved
a breach of international treaties ; it amounted to a
beginning of hostilities, and did actually bring on
war. It had been approved of during the temporary
retirement of Palmerston, who, for reasons not yet
explained, had left the Ministry. But his absence
told for more than his presence, if we are to believe
what Kinglake supposes, that "the very appre-
hension of having him for an adversary weighed
heavily on the decision of his late colleagues."1 In
a few days he had returned to office, stronger than
before.

By their aggressive action in the Black Sea
England and France separated themselves from
the German Powers, and so exasperated the Czar
that he disregarded their summons to evacuate the
Danubian Principalities, and war ensued. It need
not have lasted long, for, under pressure from
Austria, the Russian troops soon afterwards re-
crossed the Pruth, their place being taken by an
Austrian army of occupation. This, however, did
not satisfy the allied Western Powers. Unwilling
to bring back their fleets and armies without strik-
ing a great blow, and believing the present to be a
unique opportunity for crippling their enemy, they
resolved to invade the Crimea, to sink the Russian
fleet, and to destroy the great fortress of Sebas-
topol, by which Constantinople was permanently

1 Invasion of the Crimea, vol. ii., p. 27.